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@cean  Steamers

Steamboats and Railroads,

L hwmwm “ Gone
to Texas,” are presented lotters written thno
Voys who are making their way to fortane

land. Theso lotters, addressed to m&:uhm
deseribe the fashion in which they make their new
Tiome and the people they encounter; and give 'all
manner of personal dotnl!l as to wages and thelr
methods of working.

ar. Labouchere rocords his remembranceof a
visit paid to Washington Irving, on which occasion
he American’said that he had acquired enso and
¢logance in writing by a careful studylof Addison's
sssaya.  He used, he said, to read an ¥ Essay, " then
write it out from memory, anl compare his phrases
with those of the original.

Mr. Henry James has written a short story which
will present its analytie charms to the readers of
the June number of The English [lustrated Magasine,

The American agent of the Maemillans will bring
ont immediately General Gordon's volume of * Re-
floctions in Palestine.”

According to Mr. Walter Besant's slutisties,

novels constitntoe nine-tenths of the bLooks read in
‘ngland and nineteen- Awentieths of the books read
in the world. In his recont lecture on the Art of
Fietion Mr. Besant gave some interssting hints to
1he younyg writers who propose 1o contribinte to this
mnss of imaginative reading.  In the first place he
entirely repudiates Mr. Howells's theory that all
the deamatic storics have slready DLeen told, and
1hat the chief business for the modern novelist is to
depiet and analyze hnman charictor
Mr. Besant holds that the first dnty of a nov elist 15
10 Liave & story to tell, and his second tote 1l it with-
onl trying to be too clover in his method o narra-
tion and without atlowing himselt to divert the
attention of the reader by episadical matter, or fo
{atigne it by long desoriptions, snperfluons conver-
gation, or nnneecssary reflections, ¥ Surprises” Mr.
Resaut insists upon as essential to tho mterest ofa

story ; andlie lays ospecial stress on the necessity
of the tnovelist conlining Limscll to what he knows
from his own personal experence, This injunction
would seem to shint out imaginationaml tondd to earry
1l writer in the direction of Mr. Howells's theory,

Prosident Eliot, of Harvard, has pre pared for the
June Cenfury a I'I[n‘r on the sulject, * What isa
1.iboral Education
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